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ARTIST STATEMENT – MICHAEL DE LA CRUZ
  I have been investigating collaboration between human anatomy, expressive emotions and natural science. The result is a body of work that utilizes alternative source materials and results in a unique approach to drawing. My primary focus has been in lithography and intaglio printmaking processes which involve working with etching, aquatint, and an array of other printmaking materials and methods. This focus has resulted in a body of work that explores between the expressive possibilities of human physiology, form, function and natural design. My current work involves cartooning, water colors, sculpture and working with my students on a weekly basis, therefore; I’m always involved with the arts and enrichment. 
  I’ve had a special bond with turtles ever since I was a child.  These creatures are very distinctive and capture a sense of history in their overall design. I also have an interest in human anatomy and Aztec and Mayan artifacts. All of these subjects influence me as I adapt forms and customize my own style and push my imagination. I feel to marvel at something in nature is the beginning of knowledge and these drawings, in turn, spark investigation.  These drawings and prints come out of knowledge of art history and various artistic processes. The active participation of research combined with the physical task of creating these images seek to attract viewers outside of traditional realms of making art; and the result I believe is a body of work that focuses on my sensibilities as an artist and individual.     

